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Message from FMVA
Testing... testing...1...2...3. Welcome to our first
newsletter for FMVA! It is hard to believe that only
a few months ago this organization was just
an idea. Despite COVID-19, we pushed forward
to make the best out of a bad situation and to
develop a brand-new mineral organization in the
state; something that has not been done in quite
a long time! It is now our job to bring forth change
and to develop community for the hobby we love
and cherish so much. After all, during these tough
times, our minerals and mineral friends get us
through trials and tribulations.
Moving forward, FMVA newsletters will be
published every two months, so expect to see one
more in November for the final report of this year.
What you see inside the newsletter is subject to
change and the topics/articles we will focus on
may evolve as we grow. What will not change is
our dedication to looking at minerals through a
scientific and educational perspective .
Zoom meetings will remain for the remainder of the
year and live feeds will be shared to YouTube and
uploaded after the presentation. Board meetings
will be held the Sunday after the meetings on
Friday and we encourage all members to attend
as that is where we will conduct business.
Enjoy the rest of the newsletter and let us know
what you think! The document is filled with links
and you can click on the individual tabs in the
table of contents (in this issue) to take you directly
to the page you want to view!

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

Crystallized Turquoise • FOV 1cm • Lynch Station, Campbell Co., Virginia • photo
by Stephan Wolfsried
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FMVA News/Highlights
Thank you to Brian Kosnar!
A huge shout out to Brian Kosnar for his incredible presentation last month
on “Gems of Colorado.” The passion and knowledge put forth in this
presentation made our first speaker event a special standard. Check out
the video now on YouTube!

Thank you to Leah Luten!
We would like to thank our talented guest Leah Luten for her presentation
at our September meeting. Combining art and minerals provides a new
way to appreciate these natural treasures! Please make sure to check out
her work here and her presentation on YouTube!

FMVA October 30th Meeting
Join us in October for our first Mindat workshop! We will be utilizing admin
features to help Mindat update some classic mineral localities in Virginia.
We will send out three locations at the start of October. We ask our
members to collect photos, info, articles, etc. throughout the month and
we will update the locations during our regular meeting! A great way to
give back and get involved! RSVP Link.

Website Updates
New updates to the website continue to be developed every week! We
encourage FMVA members to use the website and check it for updates
weekly. Our goal is to have the website as a useful resource and platform
for the community by the end of 2020. If you have ideas or suggestions
please feel free to let us know! We would love the feedback.
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Collector’s Corner
Alex Venzke

FMVA Vice-President
I’ve been seriously collecting minerals for
almost 4 years now, but I’ve been picking
up rocks since I was a young kid. I’ve
found shoeboxes full of random rocks
and minerals from various times of my
childhood, and the earliest one said “Alex’s
rocks, 2001” so I’ve almost always been
looking down at the ground.
Although I haven’t seriously collected
minerals all my life, I’ve been wrapped up in
geology and that passion followed me all the way up through college, to mineralogy
class. Mineralogy class in my 2nd year amazed me. I had seen all these minerals
before and could identify some pretty easily but I had never learned, in depth, about
all the forms, color, chemical properties, formation, and science behind how and why
these things form. I got hooked on minerals and since then, that’s where my interest in
the field has been.
I wouldn’t say I have any particular or structured focus for my collection though. I
don’t really go for “gem” crystals that often, I only have a smattering of tourmalines,
and definitely nothing polished/carved. About 5-6 months ago, I decided to collect
worldwide miniatures and thumbnails.
I’m excited to have started this FM chapter with Thomas! He approached me earlier in
the summer with the idea and we mulled over it for a bit before deciding to go ahead
and bring a bit of this national organization to our state.
Check out Alex's Website & Instagram

Azurite, malachite • Milpillas
Mine, Mexico • 3.0 cm • Matt
McGill photo

Siderite • Salzburg, Austria •
4.4 cm • Matt McGill photo

Rutile, clinochlore • Carinthia,
Austria • 3.2 cm • Matt McGill
photo.
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Chalcopyrite • Bull Run Quarry,
Virginia • 9.3 cm • Matt McGill
photo

Committee Information
Virginia Mineral Project
Preserving Virginia mineral history...
The Virginia Mineral Project continues to develop community programs
throughout the COVID-19 virtual environment. Two presentations to Maryland
clubs are planned in October and November. Recent announcements with
Scott Duresky and his Rutherford research collection will be announced soon.
•
•
•

VMP lecture recordings can be found on FMVA YouTube.
Interviews & travel remains restricted until COVID-19
Since the VMP survey, we will be focusing on video lectures to
replace publication-type documents until we assess post COVID
environments.

Educational Outreach
Chairperson: Jennifer Weiss
The educational outreach committee will support the goals and
objectives of FMVA through its communication and collaboration with
local academic and public institutions/organizations, to develop and
provide educational services and resources to the community of
Virginia.
•

The committee will reach back out to universities and museums
later this fall since classes have begun.
Preliminary discussions were had on a kids badge program.
Initial design and brainstorming has begun on the devlopment of a
teacher’s workbook for Virginia.

•
•

Historical Preservation
Positions Open!
The Historical preservation committee is currently unstaffed and we
are looking for interested members to assist in this vital task. The
committee will keep record of our newsletters, events, meetings, etc.
in an effort to preserve FMVA and the community across Virginia. Not
only do we wish to preserve our organization, but we hope to help
clubs across the state keep better records and have safe storage of
their history by:
•
•
•

Collecting newsletters/events/flyers from clubs across
the state
Keeping record of state events and discoveries
Assisting clubs with historical preservation
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Behind the Logo
Barger’s Quarry Pyrite
Lexington, Virginia

It wasn’t easy choosing a mineral to be the face of the new
Friends of Mineralogy Virginia Chapter. Of all the classic sites
one could choose, we had to find something that matched the
mission of our organization and embodied our focus on the
scientific and educational aspects of mineral collecting. We
needed a specimen that would create questions and allow for
us to use the logo as a talking point rather than a meaningless
image with no context. So why did we choose a pyrite from
Barger’s Quarry?
Our initial reasoning behind the choice was the distinctiveness
of the pyrite. Pyrites from Barger’s Quarry have been described
as one of the most unique and complex pyrite localities within
the United States. There is no mistaking a Barger’s pyrite with
any other pyrite across the world. The unique crystal structure of
these specimens, with dominant octahedral faces in combination
with other crystal forms create breathtaking and recognizable
specimens. We also wanted to make sure that our logo was not an
artistic idea, rather a digitial recreation of a real specimen from the
site!

Pyrite from Barger’s Quarry • Buck Keller
Specimen • Collection of August Dietz

There are only a few minerals we come across in our lifetime that represent top quality and
true potential of a given mineral locality. If years go by and we never see it, the moment we are
reacquainted, we immediately remember its distinctive look. Therefore, we chose a very special pyrite
from the collection of August Dietz. Not only does this specimen show the complexity of pyrites, it
is perched atop a beautiful piece of the black limestone matrix from the location. Additionally, the
specimen was previously owned by Buck Keller, one of Virginia’s most prolific collectors.
From the history to the field, we realize that at the end of the day we are only the temporary caretakers
of such natural treasures. Our goal as FMVA is to share such remarkable mineralogical discoveries with
the world, share some stories along the way, and use minerals to educate and tell grand stories that
future generations can remember. It is here where our logo and this specimen are forever preserved in
Virginia’s rich and forever important mineral history. Mindat Page

These striations, running at right angles
to the edges, represent the oscillatory
devleopment of trapezohedral faces.

Pyrite from Barger’s Quarry •
Source: Worthpoint
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National News
Dallas Mineral Collecting Symposium
https://www.dfwlivestream.com/dmcs
The Dallas Mineral Collecting Symposium was reimagined and went online
this year due to COVID-19. Although it was completely changed to handle
the situation of the world, the quality of the talks did not change. Click on
the link to watch the Greatest Hits from the decade of archived talks.

FM-Pacific Northwest Symposium
https://bit.ly/3iT7TEy
The Pacific Northwest chapter of FM is holding their annual symposium
on October 17, 2020. The theme is “Aesthetic Minerals – Color &
Crystallography” and is featuring 5 excellent speakers! If you are not a
PNWFM member, the talks will be released to the public at a later date.

Mineral Talks Live
https://go.mineraltalkslive.com/register
Mineral Talks Live is an ongoing weekly webinar started a few months
ago by Bryan Swoboda (BlueCap Productions), Dr. Raquel Alonso-Perez
(Curator, Harvard Mineralogical and Geological Museum), and Dr. Eloïse
Gaillou (Curator, MINES ParisTech) to interview collectors, dealers, curators,
and other members of the mineral community.

Mindat 20th Anniversary!
https://www.mindat.org/a/logo
Happy birthday to Mindat! About 1 month ago, mindat.org celebrated its
20th anniversary. Can you believe that it’s already been 20 years? What
a great resource we have had in the mineral community and we wish it
a great next 20 years and many more afterward! Read up on the history
of the mindat logo in this article that Jolyon Ralph, the founder of mindat,
wrote.
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Reading Recommendations

Minerals of
Virginia by R.V.
Dietrich

The 1990 and the 1992
addendum of Minerals of
Virginia lays the framework
for modern prospectors in
the state. Considered to be
the holy grail by collectors,
this book provides a
breakdown of minerals
in the state and the
respective counties they
are found in. While many
localities are defunct,
the work by R.V. Dietrich
has guided collectors for
many years. Book Link

About Mineral
Collecting by
Rock H. Currier
About Mineral Collecting
could equally well be entitled
An Insider’s Guide to Mineral
Collecting, filled with the kind of
rare and practical information
that every collector needs to
fully appreciate, understand and
enjoy the uniquely interesting
and complex hobby of mineral
collecting. It is a collection
of personal observations,
ruminations, reflections,
reminiscences, ramblings,
digressions, grumblings,
approbations, wisdom and
advice gleaned from 50 years of
experience collecting and dealing
in minerals by Rock H. Currier,
prominent American dealer and
collector. Learn More

The
Mineralogical
Record
This is the most
authoritative and widely
respected mineral
collector’s journal in
the world; no serious
advanced collector would
be without it. Over the
years many newcomers to
the field have learned from
it the extensive information
they need to go from
novice to expert—and to
have fun in the process.
Readers learn about
important mineral localities
old and new, about the
fascinating history of
mining and mineralogy,
and about new mineral
species being described.
Learn More
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FMVA Officer List:

Board of Directors:

President: Thomas Hale - virginiamineralproject@gmail.com
Vice-President: Alex Venzke - alex.venzke27@gmail.com
Treasurer: Tom Girton - tagirton@gmail.com
Secretary: Kelly Finch - kelleyfinch@gmail.com

Casper Voogt (Webmaster) - casper.voogt@gmail.com
Jim Doran - jpdoran1@verizon.net
Jennifer Weiss - weissjr@dukes.jmu.edu
August Dietz - Dietziv@yahoo.com

Resources

Virginia Minerals State
Directory

Virginia Minerals Facebook
Group

This state directory is your #1 guide
for clubs, museums, rock shops, and
information on Virginia minerals!

Connect with hundreds of rockhounds
across the state and share your
specimens and stories!

mindat.org

Virginia Mineral Project

Mindat is the largest mineral and locality
database on the web! A must for any
serious collector and enthusiast!

The VMP is the statewide organization
dedicated to Virginia mineralogy and
mining history! Stay updated!

The Diggings

Young Mineral Collectors

The Diggings™ lists millions of claims
across the United States to help identify
where materials are being mined or were
mined in the past. With interactive maps,
discover mining activity in your area.

Are you under 40yrs old and want to join a
thriving and engaged community of young
collectors across the world? Check out
YMC!

United States Geological
Survey

Friends of Mineralogy National

USGS is federal geology survey of the US
government. A huge database of maps,
resources, and information for collectors
and educators!

Check out the National FM chapter and
learn more about the ten chapters across
the US!

Google Earth

Macrostrat

The best online interactive geology map!
Check out the Rockd app on your phone.

Useful for mapping and storing
prospecting information! Overlay with KMZ
files to get even more information!
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Photo Gallery
The Photo Gallery is a place to show off your new mineral specimen aquisitions or just specimens you’d like to
showcase! These do not have to be Virginia nor do they need to be an extravagant piece. Send us your specimen
for the next edition by the newsletter due date!!

“The Airplane” • Quartz Floater, Arkansas
2.5in • Thomas Hale Collection

Calcite Clam Shell • 4.2in • Virginia
Beach, Virginia, USA • August Dietz
Collection

Hematite • N’Chwaning II Mine, South
Africa • 3.1 cm • Matt McGill photo • Alex
Venzke Collection

Fluorcalciomicrolite on Cleavelandite •
2.5cm • Rutherford No. 2 Pegmatite, Amelia
Co. VA • Thomas Hale Collection

Ecdemite, rhodonite • Harstigen Mine,
Sweden • 3.5 cm • Matt McGill photo. •
Alex Venzke Collection

Serandite, natrolite • Poudrette Quarry,
Canada • 2.7 cm • Matt McGill photo •
Alex Venzke

Beryl var. Aquamarine in Quartz • 3.5in
• Trueheart Mine, Amelia Co., Virginia •
August Dietz Collection

Fluorite, quartz • Riemvasmaak, South
Africa • 3.0 cm • Matt McGill photo • Alex
Venzke Collection

Iridescent Hematite • Peter’s Mountain,
Alleghany County, Virginia • 3.0cm •
Thomas Hale Collection
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